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if tliey get any strength, they will endanger the peace of the
whole island; for, led by their clergy, they will be more fatal
in assassination (sic) than those of the North/ l

We may now turn to Minister, which had been so signally
loyal when a French fleet lay in Bantry Bay, and when the land-
ing of the French army seemed a question of hours. For some
weeks after that alarm had passed, all remained quiet in the
South, and the most serious incident in General Dalryniple's
letters was the flight to France in an American vessel of the
military secretary of General Massey, who was well acquainted
with military affairs in the South of Ireland.2 In April, however,
the clouds of disaffection were beginning to creep stealthily, but
visibly, over the horizon. Dalryinple wrote from Cork, that c a
large proportion of the country people are disaffected, and in-
dustrious to render others so;} that Lord Bandon reported signs
of perfidy among the yeomen; that a spirit of disorder was in-
creasing, he knew not why, and that some woods had been lately
cut down to make pikes. c The character of the times taken at
Cork is indifference ; the loss of trade and its advantages seenis
to have much done away that ardour so much boasted of
formerly.'3 Still, in the beginning of May, Carnden wrote: c The
South of Ireland is not in any considerable degree of forwardness
in this spirit of disaffection.'4

But in a few weeks, the aspect of affairs had become much
more serious. In the camp at Bandon, Brigadier-General Coote
discovered grave signs of disaffection among the soldiers, while
two whole committees of "United Irishmen were arrested at Cork.
c The fruits of our investigation,' wrote General Dalrymple, c are
bitter indeed: they only tend to prove the excess of the corrup-
tion of the people, civil and military. I should be sorry that
lists of persons of this description-were given to the world, for
it would serve to prove the state of matters being far more
dangerous than is at present believed. Our endeavours to
counteract this business, however well directed and executed,
an* but very unavailing when opposed to the torrent of disaffec-
tion that is hourly increasing. . . . This is the result of much

1 Sir E. Xewenham, May 31,1797.           2 Dalrymple to Pelham, March 19,

Hig-gins notices the great use made     1797.

of pedlars by the chief conspirators.           3 Ibid. April 15, 20, 22, 1797.
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